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Notification to the hpa1,2 

From 1 October 2010 provisions relating to diagnostic laboratories come into force.  The Notification Regulations require diagnostic laboratories to notify the Health Protection Agency (HPA) when they identify the causative agents that are listed in Schedule 2 of the Regulations. Notifications must be provided in writing, on paper or electronically, within seven days.  Urgent cases should be notified orally and as soon as possible, recommended within 24 hours.  These should be followed up by written notification within seven days.  For the purposes of the Notification Regulations, the recipient of laboratory notifications is the local HPA office.  If a case has already been notified by a registered medical practitioner, the diagnostic laboratory is still required to notify the case if they identify any evidence of an infection caused by a notifiable causative agent.
Notification under the Health Protection (Notification) Regulations 2010 does not replace voluntary reporting to the HPA.  The vast majority of NHS laboratories voluntarily report a wide range of laboratory diagnoses of causative agents to the HPA and many HPA offices have agreements with local laboratories for urgent reporting of some infections. This should continue. 
(Note: The Health Protection Legislation Guidance (2010) includes reporting of HIV & STIs, HCAIs and CJD under ‘Notification Duties of Registered Medical Practitioners’: it is not noted under ‘Notification Duties of Diagnostic Laboratories’).
Other arrangements exist in Scotland3 and Wales4.
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